


























THE CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF Typ FA 
IE FAITH 


to the new Pope, who asserted his own 
the decision to himself. 
When the Council inclined towards the 


authority and arrogated 


| commission’s 
recommendations for greater flexibility, Paul VI added his own 
amendments, which effectively diluted any proposed reform 
These amendments were vehemently opposed by the majority 
of the commission's members. The Pope re sponded by pub- 
lishing his infamous e ncyclical of 2: § July 1968, whic h, with all 
the authority of his infallibility, definitively banned artificial 
contraception. The old ‘Sy 11: abus of Errors’ had been discarded, 
but something no less blinke: 2 ed, anachronistic and reactionary 


was promulgate din its stead. 


are out of Sea aS with modem times and are a cause of 
scandal in the world . ..No one ought to be judged and 
condemned without without knowing what 


he ıs accused of.? 


Cardinal Alfredo Ottaviani, in charge ofthe Holy Office at the 
time, was intent on maintaining the regime of his predecessor 
and mentor, the sinister Merry del Val. Any attack on the Holy 
Office, Ottaviani replied, was a ‘direct insult to the Pope”? 


In the age of television and mass media, however, not even 


the Holy Office could remain entirely indifferent to matters of 
image and public relations. In 1965, under the auspices of Pope 
Paul VI, the institution shed the name that had provoked fear 
and revulsion for centuries. Directed by its new Prefect, the 
Yugoslavian Cardinal Franjo Seper, it became ~ — less menacingly 
if also more sententiously — the C ongregation for the Doctrine 
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| Mg EN Tel nee, enfor d Di 
mass execution such 
rs and police states. But 
tools of the Inquisitors of the Roman 


them against heretics, Protestants and wit 


se 
~ 


yup that appeared to threaten the papacy. 


authors Michael Baigent a 


the most NOW 


entire nistory 





